28 September 1970 


Dear Harold: 

A brief, belated note to thank you for your 
letter of Sept, 18. We haven't heard from Hal, and have 
nothing new to report, but in reply I might mention a 
couple of things. 

You raise the question of what happens when 
there is an explosion. My limited understanding is that 
unless something unusual such as a shaped charge is involved, 
an explosion follows the natural path$of least resistance. 
However I seem to remember a great deal of talk at the 
time about the explosive force of a bullet transiting 
through a skull as being in the same direction as the 
bullet's path. My recollection is that the ballistics 
experts and pathologists on both sides of the fence all 
more or less agreed on this as a general principle. 

The other matter is your mentioning of Hal's 
flagged interest, as you put it. We doubt that there is 
any fundamental flagging of interest there. It might be 
helpful to you if we gave you some idea of another matter 
that has been claiming his attention — and we hope this 
in no way is contrary to his preference; he probably just 
saw no reason to mention it to you, if indeed it's the case 
that he hasn't. Since he began coming over here almost 
four years ago, as you know, he has at times brought 
others interested, and on several occasions has brought 
one girl or another. Until the last one, about six months 
ago, there never seemed to be much interest on his part, 
sort of going through the motions. The last girl was much 
younger than he, very attractive, modest, quiet and 
intelligent. She was here only# once, and since then he 
has made it plain he is far more interested in her than in 
any of the earlier ones. We understand this. We were much 
taken with this fine, warm girl of obviously good origin. 

This summer whe went to Europe to travel, as Hal put it, 

"as long as the money holds out." We infer that she probably 
quit her job in order to do so, as she's been gone at least 
two months. Incidentally, we can concieve of it as no more 
than simple coincidence that she was working for the Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics Control. She is either what she seems, 
a very young, bright person, or a consumnate actress, and 
we have no reason to believe the latter. Anyway, Hal says 
he has heard from her several times, usually telling"/chat 
she had just done one city and was moving on to another, but 
he has not been able to write in turn because she had always 
moved on without providing a forwarding address. For more 
than a month he has been preoccupied with the idea that he 
should fly over and meet her in Europe, although he was the 
first to admit he hadn't the foggiest notion of how to locate 
her. Anyway, he has been proccupied, and if you# know Hal 
you understand that with him preoccupation can be pretty 
preoccupying. What this all adds up to, of course, is that 
we have to infer that she may not be as interested in him as 
he seems to be in her. We could be all wrong about this and 
hope we are, but perhaps this will give you some feel of a 
situation that may be news to you. 
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If Hal has not mentioned any of this to you, we trust 
you will treat it in the confidence sugggsted by your very 
best judgment. 

Sorry bo have been slow with this note. I've been 
working a split shift of nights and graveyard, and it's 
wearing us both out. 



